Dear Cherry Park Preschool Families,

8-26-20

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! YES! We are still having preschool
this year. This September is nothing I would have ever imagined in my 30
years of being an educator. As a principal and parent, I am very empathetic
to what you are going through as you plan for the upcoming year. I know
that there are still so many unknowns and unanswered questions. I recognize
that this is frustrating. What I do know is that our Cherry Park community has
the most dedicated and loving staff and families! I continue to be the most
fortunate principal in the world to get to serve you each day and we are
looking forward to continuing our partnership or starting a partnership with
you!
We will be in a full virtual format called Comprehensive Distance Learning
(CDL) from September-December with the hopes of reuniting at school on
January 4th. Our plan for coming back to school physically, of course, will be
determined by the number of COVID cases in Multnomah County. I want to
assure you that we will do our best to help your child experience great gains
academically and socially even in a virtual format. We are always open to
suggestions on how best to fit the needs of your child and pride ourselves on
having an “open door” policy so please feel free to reach out during the
year.
It is important for you to know that we are still a fully inclusive preschool
program that encourages all children to grow and thrive. Each child is a gift
to us. We help every child grow socially, emotionally, and academically and
recognize that children are at all different levels. We emphasize building
relationships and making friends that last a lifetime. We know that this will
look a little different in an online format, but we will have opportunities to
have virtual class meetings, in person “porch visits” and other class forums to
give you all opportunities to meet teaching staff and each other and feel
connected as a community.
Although we will not be having traditional in person school for at least the
beginning of this year, your role as a positive participant in your child’s

education is still a key factor in achieving success both in and out of school.
Here are some ways you can help:
• We will have real time (synchronous) learning times and recorded
sessions (asynchronous) for preschool.
• Attendance is still very important. However, we know that some
parents may have other obligations (like work) so we are exploring the
possibility of recording all the live sessions.
• We will have “distanced” home visits (called porch visits) and other
opportunities to meet with staff and families on line.
• Your participation makes a huge impact and you can extend that
impact by talking to your child about school, what they learned, and
about their friends.
• Read to your child every day. If you need books, please let us know.
• Reinforce respecting others and following directions the first time.
• Help them be independent- let them zip, button, pick up after
themselves and make choices.
• Be your child’s cheerleader-- Be positive, loving and encourage them
to do their best.
Below are a few important informational items to get you started for the
year. There is a lot of information so please take the time to read it
thoroughly. We know that you have so many questions and unfortunately, I
don’t have all the answers. However, I will be holding a Zoom meeting
Friday, August 28th at 9:00 AM and Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30 PM. These
virtual meetings will be for all our parents, not just preschool. I will email you
the links to log on. Speaking of email. . . if you have not been getting my
emails, please call our office (503) 256-6501 or email
Sarah_Anderson@ddsd40.org to update your child’s record. This is our main
way of communicating so it is important that we have a current email and
phone number on file. Thank you.

COMPREHENSIVE DISTANCE LEARNING:
Although we all experienced distance learning last spring, it is going to be
very different this upcoming year. Students will have live instruction every
day from their classroom teachers on the Seesaw platform. They will need
your help to log on. Don’t worry, we will show you how to do this.
START OF THE YEAR SCHEDULE: We are all eager to get started with our
students, however our teachers and assistants need time to learn the new
curriculum for SEVEN different subject areas and a new teaching and
learning platform so that they can optimally teach your student. The
teachers first contract day back is August 31st. Therefore, we are postponing
the start of school until September 14th. Be looking for an invite to our Open
House and your individual conference in the coming weeks.
September 8-11: Planning/Family Conference Orientations
September 14-18: Students begin with a focus on building relationships
September 21: Online Academic Instruction begins
OPEN HOUSE: We also will be having a virtual Open House for preschoolers
so you can meet your child’s teacher, learn expectations and find out how
to support your child. This Open House will be scheduled the week of
September 8th-11th. Be looking for an email for the exact date and time.
CHECK IN CALL: Each parent will have one on one time with their child’s
teacher either through Google Meets or on the phone so we can build
relationships, answer any questions or help you support your child’s learning.
STUDENT CHROMEBOOKS: As our students return to school in September, we
will be providing each student with a Chromebook so that they can engage
in synchronous (live), asynchronous (recorded), and applied (independent)
learning. Watch for an email sharing the dates and times.
STUDENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT: We will be providing support to our families so
that they know how best to support their children. Our Curriculum and
Technology Department will provide video tutorials to help parents and
students. We will also provide technical ‘Helpdesk’ support via email and

phone for our staff, families, and students. In addition, each day our
teachers will have office hours where you can call and check in if you have
questions.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: We typically charge a $20.00 supply fee for each of our
students. We will not be charging parents during distance learning. When
we go back to school in person we may charge families a pro-rated
amount. We will be putting together supply kits for each of our students that
parents will be able to pick up at our Back to School Parade.
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH: We will continue to serve free breakfast and free
lunch to all of our students. Lunch and Breakfast will be served at every
school in David Douglas, including Cherry Park. In addition, we will also have
a few Meal Stops around our boundaries once a day between 12:00-1:00.
STAFF AT CHERRY PARK:
Classroom One:
Max Striplin: teacher
Julie Funrue: assistant
Diane Dinwiddie: assistant

Classroom Two:
Amanda Price: teacher
Lisa Stauffer: assistant
Anna Vitale: assistant

WHO IS YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER? Your child’s teacher will be emailing you on
Thursday, September 3rd to welcome your child to their class. Again, please
make sure we have an email that you check on a regular basis on file for
you.
I am looking forward to navigating this interesting year with all of you. I am
proud to work in such a special school with outstanding staff members, great
families, and wonderful students. I look forward to reconnecting with our
returning families and I would like to welcome our families new to the
area. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions.
Warmly,
Kate Barker

